FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
STEM CELL THERAPY IN HUMANS 
the Challenges & benefits to be discussed AT BIOTRINITY 2007
 
London, UK; December 13th 2006: Meeting the challenges associated with conducting stem cell therapy clinical trials in humans will be one of the main topics discussed at Biotrinity 2007.  This follows confirmation that Mike Hunt, the CEO of ReNeuron, will address this major conference, exhibition and networking event.
 

As ReNeuron has just announced its intention to commence initial clinical studies in humans with ReN001, its stem cell therapy for stroke, this will make its contribution particularly topical. Mr Hunt will be speaking in the "Most Promising Emerging Companies" showcase at BioTrinity, which is sponsored by Merck Sharp & Dohme and will be covering ReNeuron’s technology, business strategy and successes.
 

ReNeuron is one of fifteen of the most promising emerging drug discovery companies in the South East of the UK, chosen for Biotrinity by an expert panel put together by Oxfordshire Bioscience Network. 
 

Dr Jon Rees, Director of Oxfordshire Bioscience Network said, “ReNeuron’s announcement is highly significant in the development of novel therapies and for the future of drug discovery and development.  ReNeuron’s involvement with Biotrinity 2007 will enable delegates and contributors to receive the most up-to-date account of developments in this area and the opportunity to participate in further discussion.”
 

Speakers at BioTrinity include:
 

Lubor Gaal - Bristol-Myers Squibb, Director-Licensing Europe
Rob Hockney - Director Alliance Management, Global Discovery Alliances, AstraZeneca
Dr Reinhard J Ambros - Executive Director, Novartis Venture Fund
Ian Nicholson - CEO, Chroma Therapeutics
Nigel Pitchford - Partner, 3i
Dr William Powlett-Smith - Partner, Ernst & Young
Ian J Nicholson - CEO, Chroma Therapeutics
Dr David Knowles - Chief Scientific Officer, PIraMed
Dr Mark Carnegie Brown - CEO, Evolutec
Dr David Laskow-Pooley - CEO, Surface Therapeutics
Dr Robert Miller - CEO, Phynova
Dr Bronwyn Sim - Director of Research, OXiGENE Inc.
Michael Short - CEO, GlycoForm
Dr Jon Tinsley - Head of Biology, VASTox
 

Biotrinity is taking place on the 27th and 28th March in Oxford, UK and is a unique opportunity to view showcase presentations from top tier companies from the UK’s most successful biotech supercluster in Oxford and the South East of England.
 

More conference details are available online at: http://www.biotrinity.com.
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Notes to Editors 
 
ReNeuron is a leading, UK-based adult stem cell therapy business.  It is applying its novel stem cell platform technologies in the development of ground-breaking stem cell therapies to serve significant and unmet or poorly-met clinical needs.  ReNeuron has used its c-mycERTAM technology to generate genetically stable neural stem cell lines.  This technology platform has multi-national patent protection and is fully regulated by means of a chemically-induced safety switch.  Cell growth can therefore be completely arrested prior to in vivo implantation.  ReNeuron has filed for approval to commence initial clinical studies in the US with its lead ReN001 stem cell therapy for chronic stroke disability.  This represents the world’s first such filing concerning a neural stem cell treatment for a major neurological disorder. In addition to its stroke and Huntington’s disease programmes, ReNeuron is developing stem cell therapies for Parkinson’s disease, Type 1 diabetes and diseases of the retina. Further information on ReNeuron and its products can be found at www.reneuron.com.
 
Biotrinity 2007, 27-28 March 2007, Oxford, is the country’s leading biotech networking event. It will showcase the Southern UK’s biotechnology supercluster, which leads the UK in attracting investment. Twenty-five of the most promising drug discovery and development, diagnostics and medical device companies have been selected to be featured in Biotrinity’s "Most Promising Emerging Company Showcase". There are also: one-to-one partnering meetings, a licensing and spin-out technology showcase, an exhibition and a number of workshops. More conference details are available online at www.biotrinity.com.
 
Oxfordshire Bioscience Network ("OBN"), the South East's most active biotech business network, promotes biotechnology and healthcare networking and enterprise across Oxford and the South East biotech super-cluster. Launched by Lord Sainsbury in 1999, OBN is now a financially self-sustainable network which raises 80% of its operating costs from private sources and operational activity.  In the past 18 months, OBN has delivered over 25 meetings, attracting nearly 1700 delegates, notably its trademark BioTuesday biotech business networking evenings. Over the same period, Oxfordshire has received commitments to four major new developments, including a soon-to-be-unveiled new facility for incubator and grow on space in MEPC Milton Park, the largest industrial and science park in Europe.
